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Guide for Authors of Manuscripts for The Crop Journal
Aims and Scopes
The Crop Journal (Online ISSN number: 2214-5141, Print ISSN number: 2095-5421, CN 10-1112/S) is a bimonthly 
scientific journal co-sponsored by the Crop Science Society of China and the Institute of Crop Sciences, Chinese 
Academy of Agricultural  Sciences. The major scope of the journal includes crop genetics, breeding, agronomy, 
crop physiology, germplasm resources, grain chemistry, grain storage and processing, crop management practices, 
crop biotechnology, and biomathematics. Submissions to The Crop Journal must be original and should have not 
been published. The  experiment related to crop yield should have been conducted in at least two locations or 
growing seasons with replications. All the results should be supported by appropriate statistical analyses.
Editorial Review and Acceptance
The acceptance of articles for publication will be based on the quality and originality of the research and its 
significance to science and technology. All manuscripts will be peer-reviewed by two or three anonymous 
reviewers, and the final acceptance or rejection will be decided by the Editorial Board, who reserves the right to 
refuse any material for publication. Authors are encouraged to suggest three to five qualified reviewers. Final 
decisions on manuscripts will be made within three months of submission. Papers are usually published in 
chronological order of acceptance.
Submission of Manuscripts
Please submit your manuscript to zwxb301@caas.cn and xbzw@chinajournal.net.cn. The journal’s website and 
electronic manuscript submission system will be provided by Elsevier about two or three months later.
Preparation of Manuscripts
The manuscripts should be formatted in DOC file. All pages should be numbered consecutively in the bottom 
right-hand corner, beginning with the title page (see the sample).
Manuscripts in general should be organized in the following order:
•  Title
•  Name(s) of author(s)
•  The institutions at which the work was carried out and their postal addresses
•  Abstract (200–300 words) followed by 3–7 keywords
•  Introduction (no need for giving the heading)
•  Materials and Methods
•  Results
•  Discussion
•  Conclusions
•  Acknowledgments
•  References
Title should be clear, descriptive, and not too long. On the footnote of the first page should provide E-mail 
addresses and full telephone numbers of the corresponding author and/or the first author. Acknowledgments
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would concern financial support to the research including the name of the fund and its granted number, the contri-
bution of colleagues or institutions, etc.
All measurements must be given in SI or SI-derived units.
Abbreviations should be used sparingly — only where they ease the reader’s task by reducing repetition of long, 
technical terms. Initially use the word in full, followed by the abbreviation in parentheses. Thereafter use the ab-
breviation only.
Upon its first use in the title, abstract, text and materials and methods, the common name of a species should be 
followed by the scientific name (genus, species and authority) in parentheses. However, for well-known species, 
the scientific name may be omitted from the article title.
The references should only include works that have been published or accepted for publication. Unpublished data 
and “personal communications” should not be cited in the reference list but may be mentioned in the text. Refer-
ences cited in the text should be numbered in sequence as they appear. The manuscript should be carefully checked 
to ensure that the spelling of authors’ names and dates are exactly the same in the text as in the reference list. All 
authors’ names should be mentioned in the list. If the works are not published in English, the actual language 
should be indicated in parentheses.
Examples:
[1] David J L, Zivy M, Cardin M L, Brababt P. Protein evolution in dynamically managed populations of wheat: adaptive
      responses to macro-environmental conditions. Theor Appl Genet, 1997, 95: 932–941
[2] Yang J C, Wang P, Liu L J, Wang Z Q, Zhu Q S. Evolution characteristics of grain yield and plant type for mid-season
      indica rice cultivars. Acta Agron Sin, 2006, 32: 949–955 (in Chinese with English abstract)
[3] Evans L T. Crop Evolution, Adaptation and Yield. New York: Cambridge, 1993
[4] Lupton F G H. Physiological bases of heterosis in wheat. In: Janossy A, Lupton F G H, eds. Heterosis in Plant Breeding.
      New York: Academic Press, 1974. pp 71–80
Tables and Figures
All tables and figures should be cited in the text, and numbered according to their sequence in the text. For the 
convenience of reviewers, the tables and figures should be arranged together with the main text document (see the 
sample). Once the manuscript is accepted by the Editorial Board, please provide high-resolution photographs for 
publication.
Other requirements for tables:
•  Each Table should have a brief and self-explanatory title.
• Column headings should be brief, but sufficiently explanatory. Standard abbreviations of units of 
   measurement should be added in parentheses.
•  Prepare tables with the tables feature in your word processor; do not use tabs, spaces, or graphics boxes.
• Vertical lines should not be used to separate columns, instead of leaving some extra space between the
    columns.
•  Any explanation essential to understanding the table contents should be given as a footnote at the bottom
   of the table.
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Other requirements for figures:
•  Each figure should have a brief and self-explanatory title.
•  Photographs and drawings for graphs and charts should be prepared with good contrast of dark and light.
•  Give careful attention to the width of lines and size and clarity of type and symbols.
•  It is preferred that photographs, especially color ones, be grouped together into one or more plates. The
    maximum length is 240 mm (not including the caption) and the width 170 mm for a full page.
•  Legends should be concise but comprehensive, i.e. the plate and its legend must be understandable without
  reference to the text, including definitions/explanations of any symbols, abbreviations and units of measurement
   mentioned in the plate.
•  Graphs and diagrams should be drawn with computer.
Copyright
Once a manuscript is accepted by The Crop Journal, the authors will be asked to sign the Copyright Assignment. 
By signing of this document, the copyright of the paper is transferred legally to The Crop Journal, and the Editorial 
Board therefore has the authority to distribute its printed and electronic versions to related databases within China 
and abroad.
Publication Fees and Offprint
All accepted papers will be free of page charge including color figures
Thirty offprints will be supplied; and each author will receive at least one free printed copy of the Journal.
Useful References for this Instruction
[1] ASA-CSSA-SSSA. 2004. Publications handbook and style manual. 3rd ed. ASA, CSSA, and SSSA, Madison, 
WI. https://www. crops.org/publications/style/ (accessed 18 Jan. 2012).
[2] Instructions to Authors of Manuscripts for Crop Science (2013). https://www.crops.org/files/publications/cs/
cs-instructions-to- authors-2013.pdf
[3] Instructions for Authors (Updated on June 26th, 2012). http://www.jipb.net/instructions.asp/
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